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●  Raising general cultural awareness of the value of 
the dark night sky and concern about its 
degradation 

●  Devoting special attention to protecting the 
nighttime environment of natural historic areas 

●  Making a strong effort to provide protection 
against light pollution for forefront ground-based 
observatories. 



●  Engagement of more of the astronomy community in 
including this message in their public outreach activities.  
–  There is momentum from the IYL. 
–  Providing one or two effective slides could be very powerful. 

●  Provision of vision and background statements, with 
supporting material to those astronomers who are prepared 
to be more engaged in educating the public.  
–  This is where the IDA can be a prime source, because of their 

strong approach to implementing sky protection goals 



●  Working to create demand for the new products available 
to support astronomer goals of full cut-off and limited 
spectral pollution.  
–  This area is where Commission 50’s highly beneficial 

and productive engagement with the International 
Commission on Illumination, CIE (http://cie.co.at/ ), is 
worth amplifying to keep the positive interaction at a 
high level. 

–  Since the last GA, such products are now commercially 
available, and the lighting industry will sell whatever 
consumers demand. 



●  Helping those astronomers who are engaged with local, 
national, and international authorities to protect 
astronomical sites.  
–  Past efforts of this commission and C.C4 are beginning 

to pay off to get sites into the World Heritage category 
for protection. 

●  Supporting astronomers who are engaging local and 
national authorities for lighting regulation to protect 
natural, historic, and ordinary local areas from light 
pollution encroachment. 



●  Enunciate a clear technical standard for “astronomy 
friendly” lighting, including full cutoff, spectral 
management, and minimizing lumens required for the task.   

●  Detail the standards for near zone site protection. 
●  Develop (i.e., write a bit and collect a lot of) information to 

comprise an IAU dark skies “standard” outreach package 
available to astronomers.  

●  Assure that IYL Cosmic Light projects and other 
successful IYL astronomy programs achieve sustainable 
status.  (Crowd funding, etc.) 



●  Re-energize active interaction with the CIE, with formal 
IAU liaison and practical means of participation in their 
technical committees defining standards. 

●  Provide a forum for voluntary coordination and 
cooperation among those working to protect key 
astronomical sites.  
–  An obvious activity is exchange of information on 

techniques for getting local and national lighting 
ordinances passed.  



●  Production of IAU letters of endorsement to relevant 
entities attesting to the astronomical value of a site can 
have real value in such activities.  

●  A stronger result could be multi-agency (or IAU) funding 
requests for support of specific protection measures. 

●  Consider ways to encourage protection of natural and 
historic sites against light pollution encroachment, given 
the terms of the Resolution.  

●  Continue support of World Heritage Commission and 
UNESCO with ongoing and new projects. 



●  Define practical means of partnering with IDA to leverage 
international outreach for both organizations. 

●  Questions:  What are the highest priorities? How do we 
create and sustain a larger international network to carry 
on the work?  What issues and answers did we hear at the 
Focus Meeting that should modify our outlook and 
approach? 


